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SATURDAY, APRIL 8, 2023 

8:00 AM – 8:30 AM 
(30 mins) 

Exhibits, Registration, and Continental Breakfast 

 

8:30 AM – 10:15 AM 
(1hr, 45 mins) 

Opening 

 Introductions & Welcome Patricia A. Matthews-Juarez, PhD 
Senior Vice President,  
Office of Strategic Initiatives and 

Innovations 
Immediate Past Chair & Summit Chair 
Intercultural Cancer Council 
Professor, Department of Family and 

Community Medicine 
Meharry Medical College 

 Moment of Silence & Prayer  Rev. Edwin C. Sanders, II 
Senior Servant and Founder 
Metropolitan Interdenominational Church 

 Purpose of Summit Thelma Hurd, MD, MPH 
Chair 
Intercultural Cancer Council 
Summit Co-Chair 
Professor of Public Health 
Thondapu Family Endowed Chair in 

Medical Education  
University of California Merced 
Visiting Professor 2022-23 
Institute for Health Disparities, Equity, and 

the Exposome 
Meharry Medical College 

 Greetings Honorable Brenda Haywood 
Deputy Mayor 
City of Nashville, Tennessee 

  Honorable Zulfat Suara 
Council Member At-Large 
City of Nashville, Tennessee 

  Honorable Sharon Hurt 
Council Member At-Large 
City of Nashville, Tennessee 

  Col (Ret.) James E. Williams, Jr. MS, SPHR 
Chair, Pennsylvania Prostate Cancer 

Coalition (PPCC) 
Board Member, Intercultural Cancer 

Council (ICC) 

 Introduction of Special Guest Claudia Barajas, BS 
Manager, Community Engagement 
Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center 

 Welcome Ben Ho Park, MD, PhD 
Director 
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Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center Professor 
of Medicine 

Division Hematology Oncology 
Donna S. Hall Professor of Medicine 
Diversity Liaison 

 Music Crystal Miller 
Administrative Assistant SR 
Jazz Artist 
Meharry Medical College 

 Introduction of Keynote Speaker Katherine Y. Brown, EdD 
Assistant Professor,  
Director, National Center for Medical 

Education Development and Research 
Department of Family and Community 

Medicine 
Meharry Medical College 

 Keynote and Cancer Specialist Karen Patricia Williams, PhD 
Nursing Distinguished Professor of 

Women's Health 
Director, Center for Women, Children and 

Youth 
College of Nursing 
The Ohio State University 

 Moderated Discussion Katherine Y. Brown, EdD 

 Music — “Family” Norris Gurganious 
Recording Artist 

 

10:15 AM – 11:15 AM 
(1hr) 

Survivors Speaking from the Floor 

 Breast & Lung Cancers: A Survivor Journey 

 Introduction Elizabeth Hart, MS 
Director 
Office of Faith-Based and Community 

Engagement 
Division of Health Disparities Elimination 

 Moderator Judith Presley, PhD 
Retired Professor 
Tennessee State University 
Breast Cancer Survivor 

 Cancer Survivors 

  Tasneem Ahmed, MS  
She is an educator and community 
volunteer, and survivor of breast cancer. 

  Dorothy M. Tolar  
Ms. Tolar is a 10-year, second-time 
bilateral breast cancer survivor. She was 
diagnosed two years ago. 

  Teresa Young, MBA  
Ms. Youngs works as the Academic 
Technology & Training Director, Meharry 
Medical College. She is a one-year breast 
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cancer-free survivor and a mother of one 
young adult daughter. 

  Geraldine Pollard 
Ms. Pollard is a Double Survivor of Colon 
and Breast Cancers. 
 

  Heather Thresher  
While still receiving treatment, Heather 
Thresher was first diagnosed with Stage IV 
Lung Cancer in December 2018. She is a 
mother of three (3) children. 

  Vance Stacks, Jr. 
Mr. Stacks is a three-time male breast 
cancer survivor who underwent three 
mastectomies. He was diagnosed cancer 
free in 2019 and used his journey to found 
Pink Aint What Think. He is the father of 
three children. 

 

 Prostate, Colorectal, and Ovarian Cancers: A Survivor Journey 

 Cancer Survivors 

  LaTonya Miller  
Ms. Miller worked as a nurse. Granulosa 
Cell Tumor Cancer, a rare ovarian cancer, 
was found in her right ovaries. 

  Michael Holtz 
Mr. Holtz is a survivor of Stage-3b 
colorectal cancer. He has more than 26 
years of public relations and media 
advocacy experience. 

  Lee Allen 
Mr. Lee is graduate of Tennessee State 
University in Social Work. Mr. Allen is a 33-
year survivor of colorectal. As a Black man, 
Mr. Allen suggests paying attention to our 
bodies. 

  Aaron Conley 
Mr. Conley is the director of External Affairs 
& Partnerships School of Medicine Basic 
Sciences, Vanderbilt University. Conley was 
diagnosed with Stage 3 colon cancer on 
November 1, 2013, at 27 years of age. 

  Judith Presley, PhD 
Retired Professor 
Tennessee State University 
Breast Cancer Survivor 
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11:15 AM – 11:45 AM 
(30 mins) 

Cancers & Access to Services 

 Moderator Linda A. Clayton, MD, MPH 
Adjunct Professor 
Department of OB-GYN 
Meharry Medical College 
Physician Consultant 
Tennessee Department of Health 
Instructor, Department Health Policy and 

Management 
Harvard School of Public Health 

 Breast Cancer Sonya Reid, MD, MPH 
Assistant Professor 
Division of Hematology/Oncology 
Department of Medicine 
Vanderbilt University Medical Center 

(Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center) 
Nashville, TN 

 Cervical Cancer Donald J. Alcendor, PhD 
Associate Professor 
Director of Research,  
Institute of Health Disparities, Equity, and 

the Exposome 
Department of Microbiology, Immunology, 

and Physiology  
Center for AIDS Health Disparities Research 
Meharry Medical College  

 Prostate Cancer Kevin L. Billups, MD 
Professor, Internal Medicine & Urology 
Director, Men’s Health Program 
Meharry Medical College 

 Oral Cancer James Cade, DDS 
Chair & Associate Professor 
Oral Diagnostic Sciences and Research 
School of Dentistry 
Meharry Medical College 

 Accesses to Services in COVID-19 Russell Acklin, MA 
Meharry Medical College 
Nashville, TN 

 Closing Statements Linda A. Clayton, MD, MPH 

 
  

mailto:mmcsupport@the1jg.com?subject=XULA2022%20|%20Speaker%20Inquiry


All Times are Central Standard Time. 

Page 5 of 5 Organizer: 1Joshua Group, LLC • 1513 East Cleveland Avenue • Bldg. 100B, Suite 202 • Atlanta, GA 30344-6947 • USA 

Tel: 404.559.6191 • Fax: 404.559.6198 • Email: mmcsupport@the1jg.com 

 

11:45 AM – 12:45 PM 
(1hr) 

Social Gathering and Special Presentation 

 Moderator Thelma Hurd, MD, MPH 
Chair 
Intercultural Cancer Council 
Summit Co-Chair 
Professor of Public Health 
Thondapu Family Endowed Chair in 

Medical Education  
University of California Merced 
Visiting Professor 2022-23 
Institute for Health Disparities, Equity, and 

the Exposome 
Meharry Medical College 

 Recognition of Contribution of Thoris Tabb Campbell to 
Cancer Survivorship 

Thelma Hurd, MD, MPH 
 

 Introduction of Speaker Thelma Hurd, MD, MPH 
 

 The Importance of Mental Health in Surviving Cancer Tamryn F. Gray, RN, PhD, MPH 
Instructor of Medicine 
Harvard Medical School 
Department of Psychosocial Oncology and 

Palliative Care 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
Department of Medicine 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital 

 Moderated Discussion & Closing Thelma Hurd, MD, MPH 
 

 

12:45 PM – 12:55 PM 
(10 mins) 

Wrap-Up & Closing 

 Closing Remarks Patricia A. Matthews-Juarez, PhD 
Senior Vice President,  
Office of Strategic Initiatives and 

Innovations 
Immediate Past Chair & Summit Chair 
Intercultural Cancer Council 
Professor, Department of Family and 

Community Medicine 
Meharry Medical College 

 

12:55 PM – 2:00 PM 
(1hr, 5mins) 

Exhibits & Personal Care and Health Resources Opportunities 
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